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Salve Pxonie largitor nobilis unde, 
Salve Dardani gloria magna foli: 


| Publica morborum requies, commune medentum 


| Auxihum, prefens numen, inempta falus. Claud. 








. N publick Affemblies there are generally fome 
_ @ envious fplenetick People, who having no 

Merit to procure Refpe&, are ever finding Faule 

with thofe who diftinguith themfelves. This 
happens more frequently at thofe Places, whete this 
Seafon of the Year calls Perfons of both Sexes to- 
gether for their Health. ! have had Rheams of Let- 
ters from Bath, Epfom, Tunbridge, and St. Wene- 


e” 





fride’s Well; wherein I could obferve that a Con- . 


cern for Honour and Virtue proceeded fram the 


i want of Health, Beauty, or fine Petticoats. A La- 
' dy, who fubfcribes her felf Exdofia, writes a bitter 
hg Invedtive ayainft Chloe the celebrated Dancer; but I 
; have learned, that fhe her felf is lame of the Rheu- 


matifm. Another. who hath been a Prude, ever 
fince fhe had the Small-Pox, is very bitter againft 
i the Coquets, and their indecent Airs; and a fharp 
, Wit hath fent me a keen Epigram againtft the Game- 
fters; but 1 took Notice, that it was not written 
vpon gilt Paper. 

Having hed feveral ftrange Pieces of Intelligence 
from the Bath; as, that more Conftitutions were 
weakened there than repaired; that the Phyficians 
were not more bufie in deftroying old Bodies, than 
the young Fellows in producing new ones; with 
feveral other Common-PiaceStrokes of Raillery : | re« 
folved to look uponthe Company there, as | returned 
lately out of the Country. It was a great Jeft to 
fee fuch 2 grave ancient Perfon, as [ am, in anem- 
broidered Cap and Brocade Night-Gown: But, be- 
fides the Neceflity of complying with the Cuftom, 
by thefe Means I paft undifcovered, and had a 
Pleafure, 1 much covet, of being aloneina Crowd, 
It was no little Satisfa@tion to me, to view the mixt 
Mafs of all Ages and Dignities upon a Level, par- 
taking of the fame Benefitsof Nature, and mingling 
| in the fame -Divertions. I fometimes entertained 
i my felf, by obferving what a large Quantity of 
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Ground was hidden under fpreading Petticoats ; and 
what little Patches of Earth were covered by Crea- 
tures with Wiggs and Hats, in Comparifon to thofe 
Spaces that were diftinguifhed by Flounces, Fringes, 
and Furbelows. From the Earth, my Fancy was 
diverted to the Water, wheie the Diftnations of 
Sex and Condition are concealed; and where the 
mixture of Men and Women hath given Occafion 
to fome Perfons of light [magiuations, to compare 
the Bath to the Fountain of Salmacis, which had 
the Virtue of joining the two Sexes in one Perfon; 
or to the Stream wherein Diana wathed her felf, 
when the beftowed Horns on Aeow: But by one 
of a ferious Turn, thefe hesithful Springs may ra- 
ther te likened to the Stygraw Waters, which made 
the Body invulnerable ; or to the River of Lethe, 
one Draught of which wafhed away all Pain and 
Anguith in a Moment. 

As | have taken upon me a Name which ought 
to abound in Humanity, | thall make ic my Bufi- 
nefs, in this Paper, to cowl and affwage thofe ma- 
lignant Humours of Scandal which rén throughout 
the Body of Menand Women there affembled ; and, 
after the manner of thofe famous Waters, | will 
endeavour to wipe away all foul Afperfions, to re- 
ftore Bloom and Vigour to decayed Reputations, 
and fet injured Chata&ters upon their Legs again. 
I thall herein regulate my felf, by the Example of 
that good Man, who yfed to talk with Charity of 
the greateft Villains; nor was ever heard to {peak 
with Rigor of any one, till be affirmed with Seve- 
rity that Nero was a Wag. 

Having thus” prepared thee, gentle Reader, I 
fhall not {crupie to entertain thee with a Panegyric 
upon the Gainelters, 1 have indeed fpoken incau- 
tioufly heretofore of that Clafs of Men; but I 
fhould forfeit all Titles to Modefty, thould I any 
longer oppofe the common Sen{e of the — 
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sid Gentty of the Kingdom: Were we to treat 
all thofe with Contempt, who are the Favourites 
ot blind Chance, few Levees would be crowded. 
It is not the heighth of Sphere in which a Man 
moves, but the Manner in which he a@s, that 
makes him craly valuable. When therefore | fee 
a Gentleman lofe his. Mony with Serenity, I re- 
cognize in him all the great Qualities of a Philofo- 
pher. If he ftorms, and invokes the Gods, {lament 
that he is not placed at the Head ofa Regiment. The 
great Gravity of the Countenances round Harri- 
fon’s Table, puts me in mind of a Counci!-board ; 
and the indefatigable Application of the fe- 


veral Combatants, furnifhes me with an un-. 


anfwerable Reply to thofe gloomy Mortals, who 
cenfure this as an Idle Life. In thort, I cannor fee 
any Reafon why Gentlemen fhould be hindered from 
raifing a Fortune by thofe Means, which at the 
fame time enlarge their Minds. Nor thall | {peak 
difkonourably of fome little Artifice and Finencls 
ufcd upon thefe Occafions, fince the World is fo jut 
to any Man who is become a Poffeffor of Weaith, 
as not to refpe& him the lefs, for the Methods he 
took to come by it. 

Upon Confiderations like thefe, the Ladies thare 
in thete Diverfions. I muft own, that | receive 
great Pleafure in feeing my pretty Country-women 
engaged in an Amufeiment, which puts them upon 


producing fo many Virtues. Hereby they acquire 


fuch a Boldnefs, as raifes them nearer that Lordly 
Creature, Man, Here they are taught fuch Con- 
tempt of Wealth, as may dilate their Minds, and 
prevent many Curtain Le€tures. Their natural 
Tendernefs is a Weaknefs here eafily unlearned; 
and I find my Soul exalted, when I fee a Lady Sa- 
crifice the Fortune of her Children with as little 


Concern as a Spartan of a Roman Dame. In fuch. 


a Place asthe Bath I might urge, that the Calting 
of a Die is indeed the propereft Exercife for a fair 
Creature to affift the Waters; not to mention the 
Opportunity it gives to difplay the well-turned Arm, 
and to fcatter to Advantage the Rays of the Dia- 
mond. But [ am fatisfied, that the Gainefter Ladies 
have fur:. ounted the little Vanities of fhowing their 
Beauty, which they fo far negle@, as to throw their 
Features into violent Diftortions, and wear away 
their Lillies and Rofes in tedious Watching, and 
reftlefs Elucubrations.’ 1 fhould rather obferve, that 
their chief Paffion is an Emulation of Manhood, 
which [ am the moreiuclined to believe, becaufe, in 
fpite of all Slanders, their Confidence in their Virtue 
Keeps them up all Night, with the moft dangerous 
Creatures of our Sex. It is to me an undoubted 
Argument of their Eafe of Confcience, that they 
go direétly from Church to the Gaming Table; and 
lo highiy reverence Play, as to make it a great part 
of their Exercife on Sundays. 

The Water Poets are an innocent Tribe, and de- 
ferve all-the Encouragement | can give them. It 
would be barbarous to treat thofe Authors with Bit- 
ternefs, who never write out Of the Sea/ox, and whofe 
Works are ufetul with the Waters. | made it 
my Care therefore to fweeten fome four Critics who 
were tharp upon a few Sonnets, which, to {pcak in 


the Language of the Bash, were mecz Alkalies. ¥ 
took particular Notice of a Leutive Eleduary; 
which was wrapt up in fome of thzfe gentle Com- 
pofi:ions; and am perfuaded, that ihe pretty one 
who took it, was as much relieved ty the Cover as 
the Medecine. There are a hundred general To- 
picks »: into Metre every Year, viz. The Lover is 
snflam:< in ihe Water; or, be finds his Death where 
be foug: ois Cure; or. the Nymph feels ber own 
Pain, withou: regording ber Lover’s Torment, Thefe 
being for ever repeated, have at prefent a very good 
Effeét; and a Phyfician affures me, that Laadanane 
is almoft out of Doors at the Bath, 

” The Phyticiens here are very numérous, but very 
good-natured. To thefe charitable Gentlemen I 
owe, that i was cured, in a Week’s time, of more 
Dittempers than | ever had in my Life. They had 
almoft killed me with their Hamanity. A Learned 
Fellow-Lodger prefcribed me a Mitcle fomething, at 
my firft coming, to keep up my Spirits; and the 
next Morning | was fo much enlivened by another, 
as to have an Order to Bleed tor my Fever. 1 was 
profttéred aCure for the Scurvy by a third, aad had 
a Recipe for the Dropfie gratis before Night. In 
vain did 1 modeftly decline thefe Favours ; for I 
was awakened early in the Morning by an Apothe- 
cary, who brought me a Dofe from one of my 
Well-withers. | puyed him, but withal told him 
feverely, that I never took Phyfick. My Landlord 
hereupen took me for an Italian Merchant, tt 
fufpected Poifon; but the Apothecary, with mo 
Sagacity, guefled that I was certainly a Phyficis 


my felf. ‘ 


The Oppreffion of Civilities which ' underwent, 
from the Sage Gentlemen of the Faculty, trightcned 
-me from making fuch Enquiries into the Nature of 
thefe Springs, as would have furnished out a nubler 
Entertainment upon the Bash, than the looie Hints 
I have now thrown together, Every Man, who 
hath received any Benefic there, ought, in propor- 
tion to bis Abilities, to improve, adorn, or re- 
commend it. A Prince fiould found Hofpituls, 
the Noble and the Rich may diffufe their ample 
Charisies. Mr. Zompion yave a Clock to the Bath, 
and | Neftor lronfide have dedicated a Guardian. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Dr. Stoughton’s great Cordial Elixir for all Indif- 


pofitions ot the Scomach, and Biod, row famousthrough ut Eurcpe, 
and {id in rolt Cities and great Townsthereof, by fume . ne Mere 
chant cr Trader. °Tis the greatcft Prefirvative fram Inie@&icus Airs 
or Conragiows Difeafesin:he World, keep.ng the Body in a duc State 
cf Health and V gour, as hach be mlargely experienced in the Weft- 
Indits fome time ag»: and larly at Sweden, where it was ubferved 
thee hardly anyone who took it had the Dife:fe. ’Tis not Purging but 
Cordial only, a very d lighttul Biter, asd moft Gentlemen drink iz 
in their Wine inft-ad «f any other; Ladics in Tea, oihers in Beer, 
Ale, &c. Piepsred only by himat his Houfe in Bartholomew- Lane 


near the Roy | Exchasse, London, having obtain’d ber Majefly’s , 


mof graci.u» Leccers Patencs for the fole making thereof. Thofe 
Merchan:s, C-priins of Ships, 8c. who wil! fend or take wi.h them 
any confider. bic Quantitysbroad, fhall have room for la-ge Profit, ic 
f.lling at a good Pric 5 is wellknown and highly efteemed of, in moft 
Plac:s of Europe, Icisfo great a Cleanfer of the Blood, thet Hun- 
oreds havebren cured of Agues ty this Elixir only, taken as the Biiis 
. re 4 which are now in Fieuch, Dutch, and Spavith, as well as 
ng ° 
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